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Tuesday, 27 July 
Linwood Vincent (Designated Federal Official - DFO) called the meeting to order and 

introductions were made around the room. Ian Dutton, President of the Alaska SeaLife 

Center, welcomed ORRAP to the location. The Mayor of Seward, Willard Dunham, 

greeted ORRAP with a formal prodamation welcoming the group to Seward and 

extending a standing invitation to return. 


ORRAP members whose terms recently expired (Debra Hernandez, Peter Betzer, Robert 

Cowen, Shirley Pomponi, Celia Smith) were recognized for their outstanding service to 

the nation and were presented with commemorative plaques. 


Minutes from the 15-16 March 2010 meeting were approved as written and action items 

from that meeting were reviewed. P. Gaffney reviewed the agenda for this meeting as 

well as ORRAP priorities captured in its 2010-2011 Work Statement. 


Briefings - Alaska and the Arctic 

ORRAP heard briefings on various high-priority topics related to Alaska and the Arctic: 

Collaborations (domestically and internationally); Ocean acidification; Methane hydrates; 

Oil and gas development and the indUStry's research; Indigenous communities; and 

Coastal inundation and loss. 
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Ethics training 

Luis Leme from the Office of Naval Research administered mandatory Ethics training for 
ORRAP members. 

ORRAP Sub-panels - Issues for Attention and Action 

Education Suh-panel: The white paper describing ORRAP's education strategy was 
approved as a statement of ORRAP's education principles, priorities, and likely courses 
of action. 

ACTION: ORRAP decided that it will rely on the Education Sub-panel to implement 
the following courses of action: 

* 	Review the status and plans to use ocean data as an education tool, especially for 
public outreach. 

* 	Continue the effort to indude the use of ocean examples in general STEM 
education (this may require state, regional, and/or U.S. Department of Education 
involvement).

* 	Insist that the focus on ocean literacy expands beyond the fonnal education 
system and the infonnal science network to include the general public and 
members of Congress.

* 	Emphasize innovative workforce development efforts that stress diversity. 
* 	Make the case for educational funding as an investment in the economy. 
* 	Additional areas of focus include ocean acidification education and helping 

agencies find ways to devote funds to education without the agencies running 
afoul of their mandates. 
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ACTION: In ORRAP's initial interactions with the newly created National Ocean 
Council (NOC), ORRAP will include a statement on education that explains ORRAP's 
role in ocean education, describes the work it has completed, and presents opportunities 
for near-tenn engagement and impact. 

Industry Sub-panel: A document describing the way forward for the Industry Sub-panel 
was endorsed. The way forward includes hosting a forum to identify specific 
improvement opportunities in the pennitting process affecting the timely implementation 
of ocean renewable energy projects. This proposed forum would be held in late 2010 at 
the Consortium for Ocean Leadership. P. Kelly thanked Sub-panel member Jim Fahey for 
taking a leadership role in advancing the Sub-panel's efforts. 

Ocean Acidification Task Force: ORRAP approved a report, with minor changes, 
developed by the OATF designed to allow ORRAP to make infonned recommendations 
to the federal government regarding ocean acidification. Approval of the report was 
particularly important in order to provide timely input for the Interagency Working 
Group on Ocean Acidification (IWGOA) as it develops plans and it reports to Congress. 
ORRAP staff will transmit the report, containing the ORRAP-approved 
recommendations, to the IWGOA. 

Presentation ofNOPP Excellence in Partnering Award 

P. Gaffney presented the NOPP Excellence in Partnering (EiP) Award to Dr. Cameron 
Wobus, who was representing this year's winning NOPP research project, entitled 
"Toward a Predictive Model of Arctic Coastal Erosion in a Wanning Climate." The EiP 
award is issued to a NOPP project that best demonstrates the value of partnering that is 
the central tenet of NOPP. Presentation of the award was followed by a presentation 
about the motivation, methods, and results ofthe project. 
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Wednesday, 28 July 

L. Vincent called the meeting to order. P. Gaffney reviewed the highlights of the previous 
day's presentations and discussions. Given the importance of CMSP to the ocean 
community and its high profile in the National Ocean Policy, ORRAP considered 
establishing a CMSP Sub-panel, although no decision was made. 

Margaret Leinen and Steve Ramberg were selected as Vice-Chairs, effective 
immediately. 

ACTION: P. Gaffney agreed to prepare a brief statement to the NOC highlighting recent 
and current ORRAP work, summarizing key accomplishments, and requesting the 
opportunity to brief the NOC. 

ORRAP and the GulfofMexico oil spill 

D. Boesch described the work to date of the National Commission on the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling, which is a Federal Advisory Committee Act 
body charged with examining the cause of the accident, develop options for safeguarding 
against future accidents, and reporting to the President on its findings. He explained that 
the Commission is making a concerted effort to interact with other groups that have 
expertise beyond that of the Commission members. The Commission must submit its 
final report within six months of its first meeting, which occurred on 12-13 July 2010. 

M. Leinen described the establishment of a BP Advisory Committee to advise on the 
administration of BP's $500 million research fund in support of high-quality science 
projects. The fund would be administered by a third party organization and projects 
would be required to place their data in a publicly held database. The future of the fund is 
unclear, however, as Gulf States are pushing hard to gain control over the fund. 

P. Gaffney infonned the group that several current and fonner ORRAP members held 
infonnal discussions - for consideration by the full ORRAP - about potential roles 
ORRAP could play with respect to the Gulf spill. Key points from those discussions 
include: 

* 	A central theme is uncertainty, specifically regarding fate and effects of oil, 
coordination of efforts, and availability of data; 

* 	Effective coordination and communications have been severely lacking; 

* 	ORRAP should self-initiate involvement and also avoid duplicating the efforts of 
other groups. Its specific focus should be data because it falls within ORRAP's 
statutory charge, it falls within ORRAP member expertise, and its coordinated 
collection and distribution is critically important to understanding the current 
situation and avoiding uncertainty in the future. 
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P. Gaffney and M. Leinen excused themselves from the remainder of the session in order 
to avoid any conflicts of interest. ORRAP held discussions on its possible role and the 
types of recommendations it could make to the federal agencies. 

Briefings on Ocean Observing 

Continuing its focus on ocean observing as a priority topic, ORRAP heard two briefings, 
and group discussion followed the presentations. 

• 	 E. Lindstrom described an international partnership effort to get governments and 
organizations to embrace an integrated framework for a global sustained ocean 
observing system. His intention was to use ORRAP as a focus group to review the 
nascent framework and suggest modifications. Then, once his working group 
develops recommendations for such a framework by October 2010, he would return 
to present the framework for ORRAP validation. 

The Global Ocean Observing System (GO OS) synergizes with the U.S. Integrated 
Ocean Observing System (IOOS) in that nations' observing systems are considered 
"business units" of GOOS. One benefit of many of the national systems is that they 
already have well-defined requirements and outputs. 

• 	 M. McCammon described the priorities and activities of the Alaska Ocean Observing 
System (AOOS), which is a regional component of 100S. The primary objectives of 
AOOS are to deliver infonnation (as opposed to merely data) to end users and to 
improve models. AOOS is working on partnerships with industry in order to share 
and make the best use of data. She also offered various recommendations, available in 
her presentation posted on the ORRAP website. 

A question was raised about the fonnal connection between ORRAP and the eventual 
Advisory Committee to the Interagency Ocean Observation Committee (lOOC). The 
Advisory Committee was called on in legislation to advise the 100C on matters 
pertaining to 100S. One possible connection could be made by designating an 
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ORRAP member to sit as an ex officio member of the Advisory Committee. ORRAP 
will reach resolution on this issue at a future meeting. 

Next Meeting 

It was agreed that the next ORRAP meeting would occur in late November or December 
in Washington, DC, at the Consortium for Ocean Leadership. The exact dates are subject 
to member and DFO availability. Possible meeting topics include: 

.:. Briefing from an NOC member and/or staff on NOC organization, priorities, 
business plans, and interaction with ORRAP; 

.:. Update from NOC staff on CMSP activities; 

.:. Update from a Joint Ocean Commission Initiative (JOCI) representative on the 
potential Ocean Trust Fund; 

.:. Briefings on geoengineering; 

.:. Approval of the Arctic findings document; 

.:. Updates and proposed paths forward for the ORRAP Sub-panels; 

.:. Future of the Ocean Observing Sub-panel in view of the lOOC and IOOC 
Advisory Committee; 

.:. Discussion of future ORRAP topics and paths forward. 

Public Comment Period 

B. Chico ski relayed comments from fonner ORRAP member Bob Wayland, who wished 
to express concern that decision makers in the Gulf States were making hasty decisions 
based on the principle of "doing something is better than doing nothing." He noted that 
certain current and proposed coastal engineering projects will do little - if any - good, 
and that they pose great potential to change the nature of the Gulf Coast in ways that have 
not been investigated and are likely to be more harmful than helpfu1. He stressed the need 
for thoughtful, science-based decision making. 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 1 :OOpm. 
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Meefmg Attendees 

ORRAP Members Or2anization 
Dennis Bartels Exploratorium 

Peter Betzer (term expiring) University of South Florida 

Don Boesch University of Maryland; Ocean Studies Board 

Dan Costa University of California, Santa Cruz 

Bob Cowen (term expiring) University of Miami 

Jane Davis Walt Disney World Animal Programs 

Randy Fisher Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Paul Gaffney, Chair Monmouth University 

John Gannon International Joint Commission 

Debra Hernandez, Vice-Chair (term expiring) Southeast Coastal Ocean Observing Regional 
Association 

, 

Paul Kelly Energy & Ocean Policy Consultant 

Margaret Leinen 

. Steve Ramberg Arete Associates 

Andrew Rosenberg (via phone) Conservation International 

Kerry S1. Pe Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program 

Clarice Yentsch Nova Southeastern University 

Invitees and others attending 

.Linwood Vincent, Designated Federal Official 
(DFO) 

I Russ Andrews 

Peter Brewer 

Mayor Willard Dunham 

Ian Dutton 
-

Office of Naval Research 

Alaska SeaLife Center 

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute 

City of Seward 

Alaska SeaLife Center 

Jim Fahey (via phone) 

John Farrell 

California Arts & Sciences 

U.S. Arctic Research Commission 

Jeanne Hanson 

Anne Hoover-Miller 

,Eric Lindstrom 

Michael Macrander 

Jeremy Mathis 

Molly McCammon 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Alaska SeaLife Center 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Shell Global Solutions 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Alaska Ocean Observing System 
II 
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Larry Merculieff Seven Generations Consulting 

Shirish Patil University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Orson Smith University of Alaska Anchorage 

I Bill Streever BP 

Cameron Wobus Stratus Consulting 

NOPP Office 
Kamil Armaiz-Nolla Consortium for Ocean Leadership 

I Mel Briscoe Consortium for Ocean Leadership 

Ben Chicoski Consortium for Ocean Leadership 

IHilary Goodwin Consortium for Ocean Leadership 

Submitted by: Paul G. Gaffney II, Chair 
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