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Memo to: Co-Chairs, Interagency Working Group on Ocean Acidification (IWGOA) 

From:  Chair, Ocean Research and Resources Advisory Panel (ORRAP) 

Date:  6 August 2010 

Re: Recommendations related to federal plans for federally-funded ocean 
acidification research and monitoring activities and progress in developing a 
strategic research plan 

The ORRAP is the only ocean committee under the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  It has a 
broad mandate to provide advice to federal agencies on topics that range from ocean research to 
education to management of the Nation’s ocean resources.   

Responding to a topic of growing national importance, ORRAP established an Ocean 
Acidification Task Force (OATF) to provide ORRAP with input and expert views on issues 
relating to interagency federal ocean acidification activities.  The OATF presented its 
recommendations in a report to the full ORRAP for approval at ORRAP’s 27-28 July 2010 
meeting. ORRAP approved the OATF recommendations and now forwards them to you.  I hope 
this input proves valuable in supporting the development of the IWGOA’s research plan and 
reports to Congress. 

It bears noting that the OATF’s analyses were developed independently of a study conducted by 
the National Research Council (NRC), entitled: “Ocean Acidification: A National Strategy to 
Meet the Challenges of a Changing Ocean,” but that the OATF’s recommendations are 
complementary. 

The ORRAP wishes to congratulate the OATF for successfully completing its work and 
recognize its intense attention to this issue with an efficiency and depth that allows the IWGOA 
to incorporate the non-federal science community’s input into its plans and activities.  

The ORRAP continues to support and applaud the IWGOA’s efforts to advance federal 
coordinated ocean acidification activities as the nation works toward implementing the national 
ocean policy.  Based on your continued interest and sponsor-financial support, we intend to keep 
the OATF active. The OATF feels that it can contribute further to the national dialogue on ocean 
acidification.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Paul G. Gaffney II  
Chair 
 
Cc: Drs. Daniel Costa and Peter Betzer (OATF chair and past-chair respectively) 


