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1. Introduction 
The second meeting of the Ocean Research Advisory Panel of the National Oceanographic 
Partnership Program was opened at 8:30 AM, 12 April 1999 with opening remarks by the Chair. 
Introductions by all those attending were made and the agenda was briefly reviewed by the Chair 
and the Navy Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) representative to the Panel, Dr. Steven 
Ramberg, ONR. 
 
2. Presentation 
Dr. Ken Shine, President of the National Academy of Medicine provided the members of ORAP 
with a synopsis of the recent National Academy of Sciences study on human health and the 
ocean, entitled "From Monsoons to Microbes." Dr. Shine provided information on the 



background of the study as well as a review of the topics covered in the report - climate and 
weather, infectious diseases, harmful algal blooms, and the use of marine organisms as sources 
of natural chemical products and for use as biological models. The published report should be 
available by 15 May 1999; the text of the report is currently available on the NAS website. 
ORAP comments on the report included a desire to see the results of the report brought to the 
attention of educators. 
 
3. Integrated Ocean Observing System Plan 
This item dominated the discussion for the next several hours. 

A. Current Status of the IOOS 
Dr. Steve Ramberg, Office of Naval Research, chair of the NOPP Interagency Working Group, 
presented the background on the current version of the IOOS plan and an update on the process 
of approval and clearance of the document for submission to Congress. At this time, the 
document has been cleared by the Office Óä¦ 4@ ÔI-nd Budget an Îc- awaiting signature by both 
D. James Baker, the Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and 
Administrator of NOAA, and Richard Danzig, Secretary of the Navy. Dr. Baker attended this 
portion of the ORAP meeting and indicated that he will sign the document. He stated his opinion 
that this system will be one which provides all of the data needed by the operators in the ocean to 
make appropriate decisions about those operations. This system could become for the oceans 
what the system operated by the National Weather Service has become for weather prediction. 
During a discussion of the IOOS, members of the ORAP and others indicated that support of the 
federal agencies, particularly NOAA, Navy, NASA, and NSF, is key to the success of the 
system. Implementation of the system and oversight are the most significant issues. This will 
have to be done by federal agencies, although the academic research community can play a role 
in ensuring that the process is kept moving and focuses on the best science and technology. 

 

B. Summary of the Current IOOS Plan 
Dr. Worth Nowlin, co-chair of the Ocean Observations Task Team that developed the plan (with 
Dr. Tom Malone, University of Maryland), presented a summary overview of the document. He 
provided some insight on the membership of the Team as well as details on the materials that 
were used to develop the plan. The plan relied heavily on the current efforts being conducted 
under the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS). The break-out in the IOOS of open ocean 
and coastal portions reflects a similar split in the GOOS effort. The international GOOS effort is 
focused on the open ocean and global climate change issues. The coastal GOOS effort is less 
well developed scientifically, must accommodate the interests of different regions and countries, 
and will require observations to be taken at different time and space scales. In addition, the IOOS 
plan currently focuses on national to the exclusion of international issues but future versions will 
probably include the latter. Dr. Nowlin also indicated that the concerns of non-federal users of 
such an observing system will have to be more fully integrated into the development of it. GOOS 
is further along in this respect and the IOOS effort would benefit from closer collaboration with 
GOOS with respect to this issue. 

 

C. The Next Version of the IOOS Plan 



There was considerable discussion of the current format of the plan as well as various issues that 
were felt to have been left out or not fully covered in the initial version. The issues that will have 
to be addressed in the next plan in some way include: 1) the need to better integrate the US plan 
with international observing system efforts and plans; 2) the need to incorporate existing 
observation elements (time-series at the regional and federal level, short-term data collection 
efforts) into the overall system; 3) the split in the plan between coastal and open ocean 
observations, which was felt to be somewhat artificial; 4) the need to include the (research as 
well as operational) users of such a system more fully in the development of the plan; 5) the 
inclusion of non-traditional observing techniques, e.g. acoustics; and 6) the development of 
implementation mechanisms for the overall system. 
 
The ORAP agreed that it would be willing to take on the task of overseeing the next version of 
the IOOS plan if formally requested to do so by the NOPP National Ocean Research Leadership 
Council (NORLC). The ORAP agreed that the next version of the plan would be developed by a 
task team that would exist as a subcommittee to the ORAP. The ORAP discussed the need to 
ensure wider community participation in the development of the next report, both operational 
users and the research and development interests. Broader participation should be reflected in the 
membership of the task team but especially in the development of a strategy to seek and respond 
to user community comments on the draft plan. 
 
The next version of the plan will be delivered to NOPP by January 2000. The ORAP will work 
with the NOPP Interagency Working Group (IWG) and the task team chair to develop a realistic 
schedule for preparing and delivering the next version, including review periods for ORAP, the 
public, and the NORLC. 
 
4. SOSUS Report 
Dr. Murray McDonald, ONR, presented the results of an investigation by a NOPP working group 
on behalf of the Secretary of the Navy on the use of unclassified data from Navy Sound 
Surveillance System (SOSUS) arrays. The report recommended that NOPP fund a pilot project 
on the use of these data by researchers. After some discussion, the ORAP agreed that the 
proposed project would have merit and encouraged NOPP to proceed with a call for proposals in 
FY2000 for this. 
 
The ORAP discussed the larger issue of NOPP funding and the need to increase the percentage 
of proposals funded, if possible. This could be increased with additional funds and with better 
communication to Congress and others of the "success" of NOPP projects in terms of 
partnerships as well as science. The ORAP agreed that some means of measuring this success or, 
at least, presenting it is very important. 
 
5. Actions 
 
ACTION RESP. ENT. DATE 
Letter to the ORAP requesting it to 
oversee the development of the next 
version of the ocean observations plan 

NORLC May 1999 

Establish the ocean observations task ORAP May 1999 



team under ORAP to develop the next 
version of the ocean observations plan 
Develop a timetable for the development 
of 
the next version of the ocean observations 
plan 

JK with OOTT Chair May 1999 

 


