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Memo to:
Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology (JSOST)
From:

The Ocean Research and Resources Advisory Panel (ORRAP)

Date:

April 7, 2009

Re:
Recommendations for future direction of the Ocean Research Priorities Plan and Implementation Strategy (ORPPIS)
ORRAP—the Ocean Research and Resources Advisory Panel—is the only ocean committee under the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  It has a broad mandate of providing advice to federal agencies on topics that range from ocean research to education to management of the Nation’s ocean resources.  The continuous production of new knowledge through research is an essential ingredient in ensuring wise use and stewardship of those resources. 

ORRAP supports and endorses the Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology’s (JSOST) plan to refresh and update the Ocean Research Priorities Plan and Implementation Strategy (ORPPIS) considering advances in science and policy and changing societal priorities since January 2007.  We look forward to collaborating with JSOST on this initiative.  We urge the JSOST to accelerate this process, at least in the short term—the next few months—to inform the research budget and investment process for the new Administration.  Over the longer term, we encourage a broad-based community effort to explore advances in knowledge and understanding, as well as changes in societal priorities and emerging opportunities, that have occurred since the original plan was created and that might affect the selection of longer-term research priorities.
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