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ORAP Speakers & Biographies 
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Briefing 1: Balancing Ocean Infrastructure with Ocean Research 

Eric Lindstrom, NASA 
Dr. Eric Lindstrom is a Program Scientist in the Science Mission Directorate at NASA Headquarters in 
Washington D.C. He has degrees in Earth and Planetary Sciences from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (1977) and Physical Oceanography from University of Washington (1983). His scientific 
interests include the circulation of the ocean and air-sea exchange processes. Before coming to NASA he 
served as Director of the Global Ocean Observing System Project Office in NOAA.  
Under Dr. Lindstrom’s leadership the NASA Oceanography program has become a substantial contributor 
to the National Oceanographic Partnership Program and a more active participant with other agencies in 
developing the integrated global ocean observing systems of the future. He is co-chair of the Interagency 
Working Group on Ocean Partnerships and Program Scientist for the Quikscat, Jason, Jason-2, and 
Aquarius satellite missions. He was recently selected to serve as the next chairman of the international 
Ocean Observations Panel for Climate (OOPC). 

David Conover, NSF 
Dr. David Conover has been the Director for the Division of Ocean Science at the National Science 
Foundation since 2010. Prior, to NSF he was the Dean of the School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences 
at Stony Brook University. During Dr. Conover’s tenure at Stony Brook, he has led several activities that 
expanded the undergraduate program as well as the breadth of research and education in the 
geosciences at the university. He has demonstrated extensive skill working with the legislative branch of 
government both at the state and federal level. As a valued member of numerous boards of Directors and 
advisory panels, he has had a positive influence on the ocean sciences. Dr. Conover received his B.S.(1975 
with honors) in Biology from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL and his M.S.( 1979) and Ph.D.(1982) in 
Fisheries Biology from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. In 2005, Dr. Conover became an Aldo 
Leopold Leadership Fellow.  

David Legler, NOAA 
Dr. David Legler is the Division Chief for the Climate Observation Division of NOAA’s Climate Program 
Office.  David brings many years of leadership as Director of the U.S. CLIVAR Project Office, as well as his 
research career in areas of ocean remote sensing, air-sea interaction, air-sea fluxes, and application of 
climate information in agriculture. He also co-chaired the WOCE Data Products Committee for several 
years and was on the planning team for both OceanObs99 and OceanObs09. 

Frank Herr, ONR 
Dr. Frank Herr is the Head of the Office of Naval Research (ONR) Ocean Battlespace Sensing Department – 
one of six science and technology departments at ONR. He has been in this position since 2001. The 
Ocean Battlespace Department is responsible for the Navy’s and Marine Corps’s S&T in ocean and 
meteorological science, undersea warfare, mine warfare, space technology, and marine mammals. Dr. 
Herr is the Head of the Office of Naval Research (ONR) Ocean Battlespace Sensing Department – one of 
six science and technology departments at ONR. He has been in this position since 2001. The Ocean 



Battlespace Department is responsible for the Navy’s and Marine Corps’s S&T in ocean and 
meteorological science, undersea warfare, mine warfare, space technology, and marine mammals. Dr. 
Herr is a graduate of Hamilton College, Clinton, NY, with a bachelor’s of arts degree. He also holds a PhD. 
from the University of Maryland, College Park, MD. Dr. Herr was a National Research Council post-
doctoral research associate. Dr. Herr is the author of 22 scientific and technical publications. 

Briefing 2: Implementing Ecosystem Based Management  

Lynne Hale, TNC  
Lynne Zeitlin Hale joined The Nature Conservancy in 2003 as the Director of the Marine Initiative. In this 
role she leads the Conservancy’s efforts to substantially expand its programs in and impact on coastal and 
marine conservation. Prior to joining the Conservancy she served for over 15 years as the Associate 
Director of the Coastal Resources Center at the University of Rhode Island, an organization dedicated to 
developing strategies for the effective governance of coastal environments in the U.S. and worldwide. She 
currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the Inter American Institute for 
Global Change Research. 
Lynne is an expert in coastal ecosystem management with more than 25 years of experience. She played a 
leadership role in the design and implementation of integrated coastal management programs in the 
United States (Rhode Island and Alaska), Latin America (Ecuador, Mexico), Asia (Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Indonesia), and Africa (Kenya, Tanzania), as well as globally oriented outreach and training programs. 
Previously, as the Senior Coastal Technical Adviser for the Alaska Native Foundation, she worked on 
coastal and marine-resource issues that impact native Alaskan communities. Coastal issues and topics on 
which she has worked include: community-based and co-management of marine resources; national 
coastal policy and plan development; tourism development planning; mariculture; shorefront 
development and hazard mitigation; marine protected areas; and coral reef management including 
impacts of bleaching. Ms. Hale is particularly interested in the impacts of and necessary adaptations to 
global change in coastal and marine areas. 
Ms. Hale has an M.S. in biological oceanography from the University of Rhode Island Graduate School of 
Oceanography and a B.A. in Zoology from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Paul Sandifer, NOAA 
Dr. Sandifer is the Senior Science Advisor to the NOAA Administrator where he provides input regarding 
the overall NOAA science enterprise, the President’s Ocean Policy Task Force, NOAA’s coastal and marine 
spatial planning efforts, and development of science policy related to coastal management, aquaculture, 
oceans and human health, and other areas. Previously, he served as Senior Scientist for Coastal Ecology 
for NOAA’s National Ocean Service. In that role, his responsibilities included NOAA’s Oceans and Human 
Health Initiative and aspects of ecosystem science, aquaculture, marine animal health, and external 
partnerships. Dr. Sandifer serves on the US National Committee for the Census of Marine Life, the 
Working Group of the Ocean Policy Task Force, the Institute of Medicine’s Roundtable on Environmental 
Health Science, Research, and Medicine, and several advisory boards and is Co-Chair of the Interagency 
Working Group on Harmful Algal Blooms, Hypoxia, and Human Health. He was a member of the US 
Commission on Ocean Policy and served on numerous other boards and committees. He is an Honorary 
Life Member of the World Aquaculture Society and Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.  
Previously, Dr. Sandifer had a 31-year career with the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, 
including service as scientist, marine division director, founder and director of the Waddell Mariculture 
Center, and agency director. He holds faculty appointments at the College of Charleston, Medical 
University of SC, and University of SC and has numerous publications in aquaculture, marine science, and 
ocean policy. 



KC Cerveny, Coastal States Organization 
Ms. Cerveny is the Director of Government Affairs at CSO. As the Director of Government Affairs, Ms. 
Cerveny works with the Executive Director and the Governing Board to develop and implement strategic 
goals for Congressional and federal agency relations. She also leads the Congressional advocacy efforts 
and the development of support for federal appropriations and legislative priorities. 

Ms. Cerveny is a native of Florida and holds a B.S. in Environmental Science and a Graduate Certificate in 
Environmental Policy and Management from the University of Florida. She also holds a M.S. in Marine 
Science from the University of Puerto Rico with a concentration in Biological Oceanography-Fisheries 
Ecology. She has worked with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and several federal 
agencies including the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Park Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. She 
also served in the office of U.S. Senator Bill Nelson of Florida, and most recently, as Legislative Director 
with Marine Conservation Biology Institute. 

Briefing 3: Leveraging Ocean Education Opportunities 

Marlene Kaplan, NOAA 
Deputy Director and Acting Director, Educational Partnership Program, NOAA. Marlene Kaplan has more 
than 25 years of experience at NOAA working across the spectrum of resource policy and management 
issues and more recently on education. In 2002, she came to NOAA's Office of Education and has been 
instrumental in expanding it from a $1 million planning office to a $50 million office with major 
programmatic responsibilities that includes grants, scholarships and partnership programs. She serves as 
the Vice Chair of the NOAA Education Council which coordinates efforts across the agency and oversees 
planning and policy. She led development of the NOAA Education Strategic Plan 2009 - 2029. She also co-
chairs the Interagency Working Group on Ocean Education, where she is currently working on the 
strategic actions for education called for in the Final Recommendations of the Ocean Policy Task Force. 
Dr. Kaplan holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in biochemistry and a doctorate in environmental science and 
engineering (D. Env) from UCLA. 

Lisa Rom, NSF 
Lisa Rom has been with NSF since 1988 and currently serves as the Program Director in the Ocean 
Sciences Division. She received her M.S. in geology/oceanography from Duke University and her B.S. in 
Geology/English from Vanderbilt University. She has worked with the COSEE Program.  

Jan Hodder, University of Oregon 
Jan Hodder is a marine biologist and an Associate Professor at the University of Oregon’s Institute of 
Marine Biology (OIMB).  She received a B.Sc. in marine science from the University of Liverpool and her 
Ph.D. from the University of Oregon. Her research interests have centered on the ecology of marine birds 
and mammals. She is OIMB’s Academic Coordinator and oversees the UO’s marine biology major and 
OIMB’s summer undergraduate teaching program that serves both UO and non-UO students. She is the 
Director of the Center for Ocean Science Education Excellence (COSEE) - Pacific Partnerships.  She recently 
served as a PI of OIMB’s GK-12 “Learning About Where We Live” project and is also part of the Faculty 
Institutes for Reforming Science Teaching (FIRST) project that provides professional development, focused 
on teaching inquiry-based, student-centered undergraduate biology courses, for biology post docs and 
faculty. At the UO she has been recognized for her teaching as a recipient of the Biology Teacher 
recognition award and as a Williams Teaching Fellow.  She served as president of the Organization of 
Biological Field Stations from 2006 – 2008 and is a member of the education and diversity committee of 
the National Association of Marine Laboratories and a member-at-large of the Western Association of 
Marine Laboratories. 
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